They Gathered in the Name of the Lord Jesus

The first distinguishing feature that we observe is that they gathered in the name of the Lord
Jesus. The Lord Jesus was the gathering centre. The early disciples were held together by
devotion to a Person, not by membership in an organization. Their lives revolved around the
Lord. As they walked with Him, they learned from Him. They loved Him so much that they were
willing to obey divine principles to glorify Him, even if it meant suffering shame for His name.
Their love and enthusiasm were zealously manifested:

They preached in His name (Acts 4:12).

They baptized in His name (Acts 10:48).

They performed miracles in His name (Acts 3:6).
They defied opposition in His name (Acts 4:18-20).
They suffered willingly in His name (Acts 5:41).

When a local assembly is patterned after this divine principle, and gathered unto Christ, then He
is central, He is supreme, He is Lord. Thank God for every company of believers who reject all
sectarian names and gather unto the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ. The New Testament
speaks of assemblies composed of true believers, gathered unto the name of the Lord Jesus, in
many localities. To name a few: Jerusalem—Corinth—Rome—Ephesus and the seven
churches in Asia Minor.
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