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Let us go back in history to two points in time, two beginnings. The first commenced almost 

2,000 years ago but, for the moment we will not discuss this. We will consider first the new 

beginning which took place approximately 150 years ago. At this time scriptural truths and 

principles, long hidden in ecclesiastical darkness, were rediscovered and there was an 

unprecedented movement of the Holy Spirit. His working in the hearts and lives of godly men 

was apparent, especially in Dublin, Ireland; in Plymouth and London, England; and in various 

places on the continent of Europe. 

In later years, when church historians assembled all the facts, they discovered that this 

manifestation of the Spirit was not confined to Europe. In many parts of the world, the Spirit’s 

presence and power were evident as He drew men and women from religious and worldly 

backgrounds and gathered them in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Among those moved by the Holy Spirit were brethren who were spiritual giants [see list below] 

—some of them ordained preachers—who came to be esteemed and respected in evangelical 

circles for their scholarly and meticulous translation of the Sacred Scriptures. In retrospect, they 

may have been among the godliest of men, raised up by God to represent Him in the world. 

Deeply concerned about the low spiritual state of the professing church, they also were 

heartsick and discouraged over the unscriptural practices in the various churches with which 

they were affiliated. Their deep-seated exercise of soul led to a prayerful searching of the Holy 

Scriptures, to discern divine principles and practices. 

The outgrowth of this spiritual awakening was the recovery of many precious truths which for 

centuries had been hidden in ecclesiastical tradition. You will observe that they searched the 

Book to discern the mind of God. They sought the Lord’s guidance through the Holy Spirit and if 

we, today, are to be acquainted with the mind and will of God relative to church principles and 

practices, we must get back to the Book. Many foreign practices not in accordance with the 

Scriptures are being introduced into some assemblies. In these days of declension and 

departure, we must get back to God’s Word and in simple faith follow the divine pattern. 

What were some of the principles recovered at this time? By careful reading and analysis and 

under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, these brethren discovered: 

1. The true character of the New Testament assembly 



2. The position of the believers as being in Christ—the truth of the eternal security of believers 

3. The priesthood of all believers—in contrast to that of officiating clergy 

4. The sufficiency of the Name of Christ—no other name 

5. The ministry of the Holy Spirit in relation to the local body—presidency of the Holy Spirit 

6. The pretribulation rapture of the Church 

7. The premillennial coming of the Lord to the earth 

8. The literal millennial reign of Christ on the earth 

9. The keeping of the Lord’s supper on a weekly basis 

These truths, long-hidden in obscurity, when rediscovered, led to an exercise of heart to 

practice them. It was a costly decision for some—they lost a great deal of this world’s prestige 

when they withdrew from their religious affiliations and established what they believed to be of 

God. Consequently, believers began to gather in a simple way in the Name of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

Under the direction of the Holy Spirit, the movement spread rapidly northward into Scotland and 

then into Northern Ireland. This phenomenal growth was attained because God was in it. Many 

spiritual believers were drawn by the Spirit from dead orthodoxy into these virile and dynamic 

New Testament assemblies, where New Testament principles were practiced with New 

Testament power. 

These were brethren, whom God called out, met in simple places in a simple way, trying to 

preserve the New Testament simplicity. Gifted men, raised by the Holy Spirit, began to teach: 

1. The precious truth of the one body 

2. The Lordship and Headship of Christ 

3. The Leadership of the Holy Spirit 

4. They owed allegiance to no denomination 

5. They took no sectarian names—they chose rather to be known as believers—Christians—

disciples—brethren. 

6. They recognized no human head. 



7. They sought to return to the New Testament pattern for church: Simplicity. 

Those godly men strove for collective unity. Here, also, is a point of interest. Two of their 

watchwords were: absolute unity and absolute purity. These watchwords ought to be sounded 

out from every platform, in every assembly. There has never been a time when we need to 

united, there never has been a time when we need to be pure and clean and holy in the sight of 

God, more than today. 

During the years since these pristine days, much of the simplicity has been lost. Some have 

sought to introduce a sectarian spirit. Others have developed an organizational unity, rather 

than unity of the Spirit. Let us be careful when arranging our assembly curriculum, lest we 

program the Holy Spirit out of our gatherings. May God grant us wisdom to give the Holy Spirit 

His place in our meetings. Despite the declension and departure, we thank God for those who 

stand fast, and who seek to strengthen the things that remain, and strive to preserve the New 

Testament simplicity as practiced by the early church. 

Let us now go back to the beginning of the Church in the first century and consider some of the 

distinctive characteristics which it displayed, and also consider the scriptural principles which it 

practiced . . . 

List of some original New Testament Brethren Assembly leaders:* 

 Robert Anderson – senior officer of Scotland Yard and Christian author 

 John Gifford Bellet – Classics researcher of Trinity College, Cambridge 

 George Beurling - Canadian WW2 fighter pilot 

 Robert Mackenzie Beverley – one of the most influential figures to abandon the Quakers and 
join the Brethren during the Beaconite controversy 

 Lancelot Brenton – translator of the Greek-English edition of the Septuagint 

 F.F. Bruce - British biblical scholar, author of 40 books and commentaries 

 Robert Chapman – prominent among the Plymouth Brethren in the 19th century 

 Henry Craik – worked with George Müller in Bristol at Gideon and Bethesda Chapels from 1832 

 Edward Cronin – pioneer of homeopathy and one of the original Dublin brethren 

 John Nelson Darby – preacher and originator of modern Rapture doctrine 

 James George Deck – evangelist and missionary to New Zealand  

 Jim Elliot – one of five missionaries killed while participating in Operation Auca 

 Emily Bowes Gosse – painter, illustrator, and author of religious tracts 

 Philip Henry Gosse – naturalist and marine biologist 

 Anthony Norris Groves – missionary to Baghdad and India 

 John Eliot Howard – chemist and quinologist 

 Luke Howard – chemist and meteorologist, the "namer of clouds" 

 Harry Ironside – Bible teacher, preacher, and author; pastor of the Moody 

Church in Chicago (1930-1948); associated at different times with both the Open and Exclusive 
Brethren 
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 William Kelly – prominent leader of the Exclusive Brethren in the late 19th century 

 Charles Henry Mackintosh – 19th-century author of Christian books who published as C.H.M. 

 George Müller – founder of the Bristol Orphanage and a stated teacher in Bethesda Chapel, 
Bristol 

 Watchman Nee – leader in the "Little Flock" movement in China  

 Thomas Newberry – translator of the Newberry Reference Bible, which uses a system of 
symbols to explain verb tenses 

 John Parnell, 2nd Baron Congleton – missionary to Mesopotamia 

 G. H. Pember – English theologian who lived in the 19th century; wrote the book Earth's Earliest 
Ages 

 Joseph M. Scriven – writer of the words to the hymn "What A Friend We Have In Jesus" 

 Hudson Taylor – founder of the China Inland Mission 

 Samuel Prideaux Tregelles – English biblical scholar and theologian 

 William Edwy Vine – author of Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament 
Words and numerous commentaries 

 George Wigram – wrote a Greek and English Concordance to the New Testament and The 
Englishman's Hebrew and Chaldee Concordance of the Old Testament 

 Orde Wingate – British commando 

*from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plymouth_Brethren#Leadership 
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